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 As the people of Israel entered the longed for Promised Land, 

40 years after their liberation from slavery in Egypt, their leader, 

Joshua, stood at the muddy bank of the river Jordan and had a 

Spirit-filled idea. “Take stones,” he instructed, “and make a pillar in 

the river.  That way, when children are born in this new land who do 

not remember our past homes and all the ways God led us on this 

journey, we can touch these stones and tell the stories so they may 

find hope and courage in remembering.” 

 

 Hear this: the stones are not meant to block passage into the 

new land. They are to help us remember how God has acted in the 

past in ways that can give us courage, hope and a belief that not 

only is there a future, but that God will be present with us, pushing us, 

nourishing us, holding us accountable.  

 

 Both Redeemer and United have stories about God acting in 

the past that propelled us into the future, stories that even many folk 

gathered here today don’t know or remember. Bonnie and I want to 

share two short ones.  I’ll begin.  

 

 We are currently living in contentious times, when the country 

feels divided and many are concerned for the future. As a nation, 

we have been there before. Those who lived through the 1960’s and 

early 70’s may remember that at times it felt as if the country would 

fracture over the Vietnam War, the rise of feminism, and especially 

the Civil Rights movement. In the midst of all this, the Spirit moved the 

staff and members of Redeemer to do some research to see what 

specific civil rights and racism issues needed to be addressed right 

here.  A Social Action Committee formed and discovered massive 

housing discrimination against people of color, a serious need for 

prison reform (and a few years later Redeemer led the charge to 

completely overhaul the state prison system), and inequities in public 



education. Though controversial at the time, and, I expect, within 

the congregation, Redeemer continued to lead on these issues into 

the 70’s. As we face these coming years, we need to remember our 

courageous, justice-seeking ancestors in faith and build on their 

foundation.  Here’s a stone for Redeemer’s original Social Action 

Committee. Bonnie? 

 

 (Bonnie told a story of how United folk came together just this 

past week to help the family of a member who died suddenly and 

unexpectedly.) 

 

 In your bulletin, you have a sticky note. We’re going to be quiet 

for a few moments, and I invite you to take that sticky note and write 

on that note some time in your experience here or at United that you 

felt, saw, heard, or participated in God at work, the Spirit flowing, the 

mission to which Jesus called us being enacted. Children do this, too!  

When we share the peace in a few minutes, we invite the children to 

come up with their sticky notes and put them around the pile of 

rocks, our Ebenezer, and then head to Sunday School. A bit later in 

the service, the rest of us will do the same.  The time to remember is 

now. 


